SOVIET UNDERSTANDING
and  unemployment, bring with it a considerable
raising of the standard of living.   This is already
happening in England and America.   In this case
capitalist   industry   spontaneously   socialises   itself,
almost everybody becoming an employee of a giant
monopoly.   The advantages of expropriation by the
"state," that is, by the wider proletariat, the democracy
itself, gradually become apparent, and the revolution,
the abolition of private ownership, and of the profit
motive, together with compensation for displaced
shareholders, and the institution of a Communist plan
of economy, may all occur suddenly with very little
bloodshed at all.* In this event the period of the
dictatorship of the proletariat need only be very short,
the Utopia of a very mundane character and the
ecstatic element in the situation comparatively small.
On the other hand, a very rapid development of
capitalism in a backward country, the sudden pro-
letarianisation of large sections of a peasant population,
with its stimulation of revolutionary desperation, as in
modern Spain or old Russia or South America or
Mexico or China, may condition a breakdown, result-
ing, perhaps, from the bringing to light of con-
tradictions in a form of society older than that of
* The greater the poyer of the peopk, the less need be this compensation
of shareholders. The richer the community, the greater the compensation
may be. The amount of compensation necessary depends on the political
possibilities of the revolutionary moment.
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